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Blackstone-Millville Athletic Association Announces Opening  
Vieira Baseball/Softball Indoor Training Center  

The BMAA opened the doors to a training center for baseball and softball on March 1. The training 
center which is conveniently located on North Main Street, in Woonsocket is equipped with 2 batting 
cages, 2 pitching machines (1 being a softball pitching machine), 2 pitching mounds, 3 soft toss 
stations and 6,000 sq feet of turf. The batting cages are retractable so playing infield is possible. 
The players and parents utilized the batting cages and pitching mounds well into the evening.  

Selectmen Charlie Sawyer and Margo Bik attended the opening along with over 150 players and 
parents from both the softball and baseball divisions. 

The center which was in full swing opening night with hitting and pitching clinics for both softball and 
baseball. These clinics are for all age groups and various skill levels. The BMAA has opened the 
Center on Wednesday nights from 5:30 pm- 7:00 pm for the softball players, and 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
for baseball players. The BMAA will continue to have open nights for all players of both the baseball 
and softball programs who are registered with the BMAA. This time will be announced on our web 
site. Please check our web site for information regarding our league and training center at the 
following www.ezteamz.active/bmaa.com. 

The BMAA would like to thank all of its coaches, sponsors, volunteers, parents, and players for all 
the hard work and dedication needed to have a successful program. We know that without the 
support of the community the training center would not be possible. As we look into the 2007 we are 
very excited about the great response we received from our registrations in the newly created 
softball division. This is reflected in our increases registrations in every division-which speaks 
volumes to the quality of the program itself. 
  

Unibank Supports the Daniels Farmstead Foundation  
By Paula Budnick 

UniBank is pleased to announce that $1,000 has been donated to the Daniels Farmstead 
Foundation, Inc., to assist in the historical preservation efforts at Daniels Farmstead in Blackstone , 
Massachusetts . The Daniels Farmstead Foundation was established by an all volunteer staff in 
2003 to safeguard the future of the 18th century farm. 

The Daniels Farmstead Foundation is participating in the Massachusetts Historical Commission's 
state-funded grant program that matches funds raised to aid in the historical preservation process. 
The Foundation has raised over $30,000 toward their fundraising goal. The project architects, 
Chenot Associates, Inc. of Princeton , Massachusetts , have estimated that the total cost of the 
project will be over $149,000.  

The restoration project will bring the farm back to its original condition for the purpose of operating 
as a living museum where local historians, schools, and the general public can learn about farm life 
in 18th and 19th century New England . The Foundation will adhere to preservation guidelines 
throughout the restoration process to maintain the historical integrity of the farm. The scope of the 
project includes rebuilding chimneys, replacing roofs, constructing underground drainage systems 
and other exterior repairs such as painting and installing new gutters. The project is expected to 
begin in the summer of 2007. 

According to Kenneth J. Redding, president and CEO of UniBank, "UniBank is proud to be a part of 
this project that will perpetuate the legacy of an important part of history in the Blackstone Valley 
and in New England ." 

Justine Southwick Brewer, president of the Daniels Farmstead Foundation, Inc., stated, "This is a 
property that residents of the Blackstone Valley can enjoy and take part in, and the Foundation is 
thankful for UniBank's commitment to our vision for the community."  

The farm currently schedules community events that are open to the public. For a listing of events, 
visit the Daniels Farmstead Foundation's website at www.danielsfarmstead.org. UniBank serves the 
Blackstone Valley with offices in Whitinsville, Uxbridge, Douglas, Blackstone, Upton, Sutton, the 
Whitinsville Plaza and a loan office in Milford . A full-service, mutual community savings bank, it is a 
member of the FDIC, DIF and SUMsm Program. Its website is www.UniBank.com.  

   
BMR Honor Society Host Empty Bowls Project  

The Blackstone-Millville Chapter of the National Honor Society, under the supervision of Mark 
Campopiano and the membership, held its first annual Empty Bowls Project recently in the high 
school cafeteria. The room was set to look like a soup kitchen where only soup, bread, and deserts 
were served. Each of the 26 NHS members were required to sell tickets to community members, 



 

while faculty and staff members from the five schools in Blackstone and Millville bought tickets from 
Campopiano or donated money. 

"In 1990 a high school art teacher in Michigan helped his students solve a problem. They were 
searching for a way to raise funds to support a food drive. What evolved was a class project to 
make ceramic bowls for a fund raising meal. Guests were served a simple meal of soup and bread, 
and were invited to keep the bowl as a reminder of hunger in the world." (Source: 
www.emptybowls.net . The kitchen at BMR served over 150 patrons over the two hour span of time. 
Jeanne Desjardins, the culinary arts teacher, made the preparation of the soups a class lesson 
during the week. William Marrocco, the art teacher, guided the NHS members in creating ceramic 
bowls to be raffled at the dinner. Under the direction of music teachers, Russ Arnold and Ron 
Bibeault, the school's chorus and wind ensemble entertained the patrons.  

The goal of $500 was surpassed with proceeds reaching over $1500. WalMart has announced it will 
match the funds up to $1000. All money from the event will be donated to the Blackstone-Millville 
Food Pantry where the NHS members volunteer their time on a rotating basis throughout the year. 

Campopiano was elated, as were the students, at the success of the event. He stated, "I'm 
overwhelmed at the outcome and of the generosity of the two communities along with the staff of 
the school district. An event like this one has brought people together for a great cause. This is sure 
to be an annual fund raiser at BMR." Local sponsors who donated supplies include BJ's, Burger 
King, Ye Old Fish and Chips, and Park N Shop Supermarket. 
 

Girl Scouts Project Undercover Collection Box at Blackstone Public Library  

The Girl Scouts are kicking off its annual drive to collect NEW socks, underwear, sweatpants, 
sweatshirts, t-shirt and diapers. Project Undercover runs from March 31st to April 30th. The items 
collected will be distributed to families in need. Junior Troop 790 from Blackstone will have a 
collection box at the Blackstone Public Library during the month of April. Please stop by with a 
donation. Items collected will help people in our community. 

  
  
 

Blackstone Millville Education Foundation Awards Grants  
By Ann Lesperance

The Blackstone-Millville Education Foundation (BMEF) is a non-profit organization, which supports 
educational programs in the Blackstone-Millville Regional School District. For the current year, 
almost $7,000.00 was awarded to fund 17 individual projects. At the high school they include: 
"BMRHS Book Clubs", "Introduction to Robotics", and "Interdisciplinary Lesson Plans - Nuclear 
Power/Energy/War". "The Real Game" and "Skills for School Success" received funding at the 
middle school. Millville Elementary School will have one person trained for "Open Circle", and was 
awarded funds for "Study Island: Reading" and "Literacy Skills Development". At the John F. 
Kennedy School, an author/illustrator will be visiting and a storytelling performance will be 
scheduled. In addition, one person will be trained for "Open Circle". Funding for the A.F. Maloney 
school include: "Literacy Enhancement & Social Skills Development", "Electromagnetism", ""Fluent 
Readers & Word Builders", "Reading in the Content Areas" and a xylophone purchase. All three 
elementary schools will also receive equipment for strength training. 

Founded in 1996, BMEF has awarded approximately $60,000.00 in grants to fund projects from all 
schools in the District. Each project is chosen because it adds to the quality of education for the 
children the BMR School District. The main source of revenue has been through an annual golf 
tournament held at Blissful Meadows in the summer. This year's event is scheduled for Friday, 
August 3rd. It includes 18 holes of golf, followed by dinner and a raffle. Check the District's website, 
www.bmrsd.net, for information which will be posted this spring. For additional information, please 
contact Superintendent Everett Campbell at 508-876-0137. 
  
 

Red Cross Babysitter Course at the Blackstone Public Library  
By Cyndee Marcoux

The Blackstone Public Library will be hosting a Red Cross Babysitter Course. Participants must be 
between the ages of 11 thru 14. If you enjoy working with younger children then this is a great 
opportunity for you to increase your earning potential. On Saturday, April 14th from 9 am - 4 pm 
there will be a Red Cross Babysitter Course at the Blackstone Public Library. This program will 
provide you with the skills and confidence you need to become a certified babysitter. Topics 
covered will be first aid, injury prevention, and basic care skills. In addition, you will learn decision 
making and leadership skills. The fee for the program is $40.00 per participant; attendees will 
receive the Babysitter's Training Handbook and Babysitter Certification. The Handbook includes a 
course review and 30 easy-to-follow first aid action plans to use during an emergency.  

Certification allows you to advertise yourself as a trained babysitter and begin making spending 
money of your own. Melanie Berchtold, a certified Red Cross Instructor will lead the program. 
Space is limited and will be scheduled on a first come/ first paid basis so call the library to register 
today. (508) 883-1931. Bring a bag lunch.  
  
 

"BMR'S LARSEN SCORES BRUINS AWARD"  

Blackstone-Millville Regional High School senior Taylor Larsen received the 2007 Boston Bruins Ice 
Hockey Sportsmanship Award last night (March 8) at the TD BankNorth Garden in Boston. The 
team's center, Larsen was nominated for the prestigious award by Chargers' ice hockey varsity 



coach John Clements, Jr. and represented central Massachusetts' Russell Conference at the 
Boston event. Larsen was typically humbled by the recognition, presented during the intermission of 
the Bruins' game against the Minnesota Wild. 

"I was definitely excited when I was notified about the award. It means a lot to me" said Larsen. "It's 
the result of four years of hard work for me and the team" he said "I'm glad to have achieved it." Yet 
Larsen had not shared his most recent moment of celebrity with even his teammates. "He's an 
incredible hockey player" said team goalie Tom Rondeau. "I wish he would have told us about this 
award, it's great for him and for the entire team" Rondeau added. 

"The award is given annually by the Boston Bruins and the Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association to one individual from every league in the state who best exemplifies what fair play and 
sportsmanship in high school ice hockey are all about" according to MIAA deputy director William N. 
Gaine, Jr.. The MIAA, is an organization of public and private high schools that approves and 
sponsors athletic activities in 33 sports, involving 195,000 young adults who compete in 
approximately 100,000 competitions annually. In notifying Larsen of the Bruins' award, the BMR 
senior was recognized for his "…values and commitment to fair play" that provides "an exemplary 
model for others to follow" according to BMR principal Richard A. Porter.  

Larsen is the son of Craig and Terri Larsen of Blackstone. His post secondary educational plans are 
to attend Worcester Academy where he will continue to play ice hockey on the Hilltopper squad in 
the New England Prep School Ice Hockey League. Blackstone-Millville Regional High School was 
established in 1970. It consists of students from the towns of Blackstone and Millville and is located 
at 175 Lincoln Street in Blackstone, Massachusetts and is accredited by the New England 
Association of Schools & Colleges.  

  
 
 

Chamberlin Receives Chafee Heritage Award  

The John H. Chafee Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor Commission, friends and 
partners celebrated the accomplishments of the Corridor's 21st year at its annual dinner at Wrights 
Farm Restaurant in Nasonville , Rhode Island on Thursday, March 8, 2007 . 

Matthew Chamberlin of the Blackstone Millville Regional High School received the Student Award. 
Over the past few years, Matthew has grown to become a widely respected, civically engaged 
student leader at both the Blackstone Millville Regional High School and in his community of 
Blackstone and beyond. As a member of the Blackstone Valley Youth Leadership Academy 
(BVYLA) he fit the criteria of an "emerging young leader." Matthew presented before the Blackstone 
Board of Selectmen to promote the Corridor's reauthorization efforts, requested petition signatures, 
e-mailed registrations and letters to the Governor, and requested a formal resolution to be signed 
by the Selectmen of the Town of Blackstone . In addition, Matthew continues to be active in the 
BVYLA Alumni Network, participating in the 2007 kick-off session as well as volunteering for the 
BVYLA transition site at the Greenway Challenge.  

Corridor Commission Chair Louise Redding also congratulated volunteers Jim and Maggie Plasse 
of Blackstone. The husband and wife team spent countless hours guiding the recent renaissance of 
the 30 year old Blackstone River Watershed Association (BRWA). As BRWA Board Members and 
community leaders, the Plasses worked to strengthen the organization's capacity through 
fundraising and strong participation in the Blackstone River Coalition. Jim and Maggie also used 
their talents to create a comprehensive, interactive BRWA website so the public can obtain up-to-
date information about the Blackstone River and its watershed. They created a new and improved 
newsletter that strengthens information networks among its members and local organizations. The 
Plasses are the driving force behind the organization's expanded public outreach and new 
successes for the BRWA including recent efforts that removed tons of invasive Asian Water 
Chestnuts from the West River . They are recognized for making numerous contributions that 
signifi- cantly improve the health and wellness of the Blackstone River. For more information on 
how to get involved with the JHCBRVNHC call 407-762-0250.  

  
April Events for Children at the Blackstone Library  

By Cindy Marcoux
Come make your very own baby chick! A drop in craft event will be held on Monday, April 2, from 5 
to 7PM This event is appropriate for ages three and up with no registration required. Are you crazy 
about science? Do you like conducting experiments? Then you'll love "Science Isn't Always Pretty", 
a fun and educational science program full of humor and audience participation. On Thursday, April 
19 at 1:00 PM, you'll watch as an owl pellet gets dissected and slime is created before your eyes! 
Witness a sonic explosion and the creation of electricity! This program lasts approximately 45 
minutes and is geared for ages five and up. Registration is required. Sponsored by the Blackstone 
Friends of the Library organization.  

You're invited to the movies! On Tuesday, April 17 at 2:00 PM, come to the library to watch a new, 
springtime flick featuring a talking spider named Charlotte, a loveable pig named Wilbur, and a 
whole farm full of their closest friends. Popcorn and juice will be served. Please sign up at the 
library or call 508-883-1931 for details.  

Water Main Flushing Scheduled  

Semiannual water meter reading has begun and will continue for the next two weeks. DPW 
employees will have a town vehicle and will have identification with them. Residents will be notified 



  

  

  

if any defective or stopped meters are found. Spring water main flushing will begin in the next two 
weeks. Residents are urged to check the water prior to doing laundry. Discoloration of water will 
cause clothes to stain. Residents can call the DPW office (508-883-9331) to get information where 
flushing will be done. Street sweeping will begin April 16, weather permitting. Sweeping will start in 
the High Rocks and main street area. The street sweeping will then move to the Millerville section of 
town. Once completed the Privilege section will be done. The remaining streets will be swept the 
week of April 30 or as the schedule allows. Residents are requested to sweep the sidewalk in front 
of there property and park their vehicles in driveways or off the streets.  
 

Andrew Bibeault Memorial Variety Show 

The 9th Annual Andrew Bibeault Memorial Variety Show will be held Saturday, April 14 at the 
B.M.R. Moloney Sullivan Auditorium. The show starts at 7:00 pm and runs until roughly 9:30 pm. 
There will be an intermission with refreshments. Tickets are $7 per person and will go on sale at the 
White Hen Pantry , Main Street, Blackstone starting April 1st. There are plenty of new acts this year 
including groups from the Dance Company in Blackstone and an Irish Step Dancing Group from 
Dean School of Dance in Mendon!!!! 

All ticket proceeds will go directly to the Andrew M. Bibeault Memorial Fund Inc. The fund supports 
scholarships for local students and funds local projects. One such project is the refurbished J.F. 
Kennedy Playground in Blackstone. Anyone interested in making a donation to the fund may do so 
by sending a check to the Andrew M. Bibeault Memorial Fund C/O Dean Bank 8 Main St. 
Blackstone, Ma 01504.  
 

Valley Home & Business Expo 
 
The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce is hosting its 9th Annual Valley Home & Business 
Expo on Saturday, March 3, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Northbridge High School, Linwood 
Avenue, Whitinsville.  

Over 100 various business, non-profit, home based, and community based businesses and 
organizations are included in this years Expo. Major sponsors are Commonwealth National Bank, 
Gaudette Insurance Agency, Koopman Lumber & Hardware, Millbury Federal Credit Union, 
Osterman Propane, Telegram & Gazette, UniBank, and Citadel Broadcasting The Chowder Fest 
which runs from 12 noon to 2 p.m. is sponsored by the Milford Regional Medical Center. People will 
be asked to vote for the Best Chowder in the Valley from the following providers: Salmon Family of 
Services, Inc., Lydia Taft House, Red Robin Restaurant, The Daily Bread Bakery Cafe, Kettle & 
Kone Cafe, and the Belfry Restaurant. So join us and cast your vote for the Valley's #1 chowder for 
2007. 

As you can see from Entertainment Schedule, various individuals or groups will provide crafts, 
caricatures, face art and painting, photo and autograph opportunities, a petting zoo informational 
seminars and musical performances throughout the day. You will also have the opportunity to meet 
and greet with team members and mascots from the Worcester Tornados, Worcester Surge, and 
the Worcester Sharks. Food and beverage will be sold by the Northbridge High School Student 
Council throughout the day. This is an event filled day that you won't want to miss. Need a new 
kitchen? You can shop at the Expo. Looking for insurance? Several agencies will be available to 
help you. Do you have questions for a banker? Valley banks and credit unions will be showcasing 
their products and services. Many other businesses including carpet cleaning, office furniture, 
construction, travel, photography, chiropractic, plumbing, painting, retirement homes, sign makers, 
financial planners, recreation , farm stands, furniture for the home, nursing facilities, a car dealer, 
employment services, vitamins, and much, much more awaits you on March 3 at the Valley Home & 
Business Expo. For questions, call the Blackstone Valley Chamber 508-234-9090 or go to 
www.blackstonevalley.org.  
 

Milford Regional Offers Free Diabetes Education Program  
By Deb Hyder

As part of its on-going Diabetes Education Series, Milford Regional Medical Center is offering a free 
program, Dental Disease and Diabetes. The program will be offered on Tuesday, March 6 from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. in Conference Room D at Milford Regional. The room is located across from the cafeteria 
on the ground floor of the medical center. Persons with diabetes are more prone to problems of the 
teeth and gums. These can include dry mouth, excessive plaque, infections and more. Certain 
foods, some medications, poor mouth care and higher sugars can all cause problems and dental 
problems can make blood sugar control very difficult. The presenter for this program is Milford 
dentist, David Goodman, DMD. Dr. Goodman will discuss things the diabetic can do to avoid 
problems and improve oral health. There is no cost to attend by pre-registration is requested. 
Please call (508) 422-2206 for more information and to register.  
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